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This is a long forgotten work by World War II General George S. Patton, Jr., written while he was

still a young lieutenant and fencing instructor at the Mounted Service School in Fort Riley, Kansas. It

would most likely have been lost to history if not for the preservation efforts of U.S. Army Heritage

and Education Center in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. It is reprinted here in its entirety, including all

detailed lessons and original photographs and graphics prepared by Patton to illustrate his points.

(You might even recognize a young George Patton in some of the pictures.) More than a course of

instruction, "Diary of the Instructor in Swordsmanship" captures the intellect and mindset of Patton

and illustrates why he was destined to become one of Americaâ€™s finest battlefield commanders.

This was not Pattonâ€™s first publication on the topic. The year before he had authored "Saber

Exercise 1914," the official Army training manual on the topic. But unlike "Saber Exercise 1914"

which had been carefully staffed and edited in Washington before its official release, Patton

distributed his "Diary of the Instructor in Swordsmanship" informally at the request of his student

officers looking for more detailed instruction. Sprinkled throughout are Pattonâ€™s personal

recommendations and opinions. For example, he explains why it is important to teach Army officers

the art of fencing but only provide a limited instruction to enlisted soldiersâ€”and how training in

swordsmanship helped troopers develop more aggressive instincts for battle. You can almost hear

his voice, a little younger perhaps, but still unmistakably Patton.
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This is the continuation of the Saber Exercises 1914 by the same author.On its own it is a bit

confusing and I strongly recommend reading the first book first. This will help to become familiar



with the terminology.Both reproductions are not only historically interesting. They are also very

useful for the beginning swordsman. There are a few interesting techniques and subtleties which I

haven't been taught but appear to be handy. Some are related to fighting from horseback only,

some make sense when dismounted as well. The descriptions are easy to understand and the clear

illustrations help too. This book even includes instructions on how to build a dummy horse, not that I

plan to make one.This book is a bit less polished than the first but that also means we get to read

gems from a young Patton such as: "The proper defense is a transfixed opponent"Thank you for

making these books available to us.
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